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AN UNKNOWN COIN WHICH BELONGS TO
KARESI-OGHLU YAHSHI KHAN BEG*

If we would say that the unknown events of short story of Karesi
Principality is more than the known ones we would not be wrong. It has
been known from inscriptions on tomb epitaph that Yahshi Beg was the
son of Karasi Beg-founder of principality'. Yahshi Beg probably became
the ruler of principality after his father’s death just before 1328°. We also
know from Ibn-i Batuta that he dominated in Bergama in 1333>. It is still
controversial issue that whether Demirhan Beg who ruled other lands of
principality during the same period was the brother or the son of Yahshi
Beg. Also there is no full agreement about Ajlan Beg’s name that is seen
in historical sources. As it is possible that Ajlan Beg could be Karesi
Beg, it is also claimed that he is Yahshi Beg. Even there is a claim that
he is Demirhan Beg. The latest date the Yahshi Beg’s name could been
is 1341. He probably died after this date®.

Until recently, it has been known as there only one silver coin which has
been minted by Yahshi Khan Beg’. Then we found out from the study
about the coinage of principalities on the shore of Western Anatolia
which prepared by Celil Ender that Yahshi Beg also minted 3 different
types of silver coin®. Below it is seen the fourth type of coins which has
been unknown previously. On the coin, there is no mint can be seen and
unfortunately only the hundreds place value of the date can be read.
Because it is unknown that the exact date of when the Begs of Karesi
came into power and how long they remained on the throne, if a new
coin on which dates can be read would contribute to the history of Karesi
Principality without any doubt.

* We would like to thank to our collector friend Hasan Kireg who let us to publish the coin.
' Oden 1999, p.34.

* Oden 1999, p.35.

* fbn-i Batuta 1993, p.211.

Y Oden 1999, p.34.

> See Artuk 1982.

® Ender 2000, p. 25-27.
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. KARESI-OGLU YAHSI HAN BEY’E AiT
BILINMEYEN BIR SIKKE*

Karesi Beyligi'nin kisa olan tarihi hakkinda bilinmeyenlerin bilinenlerden
daha g¢ok oldugunu soylersek pek de yaniimig olmayiz. Yahsi Bey'in
Beyligin kurucusu olan Karasi Bey'in oglu oldugu mezar kitabelerinden
bilinmektedir'. Yahsi Bey 1328'den énce muhtemelen babasi Karesi
Bey'in 6lumu Gzerine beyligin basina gecmistir’. Ibn-i Batuta'dan ise
1333 yilinda Bergama’'da hakim oldugunu bilmekteyiz®. Ayni dénemde
beyligin diger kisimlarina hikmeden Demirhan Bey'in ise Yahsi Bey'in
kardesi mi, yoksa oglu mu oldugu konusu tartigmalidir. Yine tarihi
kaynaklarda goérilen Aclan Bey ismi Uzerinde de tam bir mutabakat
bulunmamaktadir. Aclan Bey'in Karesi Bey olma ihtimali oldugu gibi
Yahsi Bey oldugu da iddia edilmektedir. Hatta kendisinin Demirhan Bey
oldugu iddiasi da vardir. Yahsi Bey'in adinin gectigi en son tarih 1341
senesidir. Bu tarihten sonra vefat etmis olmalidir’.

Yakin zamana kadar Yahsi Han Bey tarafindan darp edilmis tek bir
gumis sikkenin varligi bilinmekteydi®. Daha sonra Celil Ender tarafindan
Bati Anadolu sahil beyliklerinin sikkeleri hakkinda yapilan detayl
calismadan da Yahsi Bey'in 3 ayn tipte gimis sikke darp ettirmis
oldugunu gérmekteyiz®. Asadida ise daha énce bilinmeyen dérdunci tip
bir sikkesi goérilmektedir. Sikke GUzerinde herhangi bir darp yeri
gbzlkmemekte, tarihin ise maalesef sadece yilzler hanesi
okunabilmektedir. Karesi Beylerinin iktidara gelis tarihleri ve ne kadar
sireyle iktidarda kaldiklari tam olarak bilinmediginden, tarih kismi
okunabilen bir sikke bulunursa Karesi Beyligi tarihine katkida bulunacagi
suphesizdir.

* Sikkenin yayinlanmasina izin veren koleksiyoner dostumuz Hasan Kireg’e tegekkiir ederiz.
" Oden 1999, 5.34.

2 Oden 1999, s.35.

? {bn-i Batuta 1993, s.211.

* Oden 1999, 5.34.

5 Bkz.Artuk 1982.

® Ender 2000, 5.25-27.
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Giumus / Silver (AR)

Darp yeri | Mint Tarih / Date Agirlik | Weight Gap / Diameter
dy / nm 7XX 0,7 gr 16/18 mm
HK ars.

ON YUZ / OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE
410y a1y ‘a.E.:\ il
Adll J g o pal je
La ilahe illallah Emir-i a’zam
Muhammedun Yahsi Han Bey
resulullah azze nasruhu
cevresinde / margin cevresinde / margin
e \okaie \ e \ S0 0l larss 5\, 42
Ebu Bekir/ Omer/ Osman/ Ali sene .../ ve seb’a mie

KARESI / KARESI



KAYNAKCA /| BIBLIOGRAPHY

Artuk 1982 |.Artuk, “Karasiogullari Adina Basilmig Olan
iki Sikke”, Tarih Dergisi, say1:33, s.283-290,
Istanbul.

Ender 2000 C.Ender, Karesi, Saruhan, Aydin ve Mentege
Beylikleri Paralari, Istanbul.

Ibn-i Batuta 1993 ibn-i Batuta, Seyahatname, yay.haz.: Mimin
Cevik, Istanbul.

Oden 1999 Z.G.Oden, Karasi Beyligi, Ankara.

Uzuncarsili 2000 |.H.Uzuncarsili, Karesi Vilayeti Tarihgesi,

yay.haz.: Abdulmecid Mutaf, Balikesir.

KISALTMALAR / ABBREVIATIONS

AR : gumus / silver

ars. . arsivi / archive

dy / nm : darp yeri yok / no mint
gr. : gram

HK : Hasan Kireg

mm : milimetre

s./p. : sayfa(lar) / page(s)
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