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COPPER COINS OF GERMIYANID YA’KUB BEG Il
AND THE COIN STRUCK BY HIMSELF
IN THE NAME OF OTTOMAN AMIR SULAYMAN

Upon the death of Germiyanid Sulayman Shah, his son Ya'kub Il took
the reign of the principality in AH 789/1387. Although the first years were
uneventful, after the martyrize of Ottoman Sultan Murad | during the
Kosovo war, anti-Ottoman movements emerged in Anatolia. As a result
of the events emerged, the Germiyanid territory was incorporated into
the Ottoman Empire by Bayezid | in the year AH 792/1390 and he
imprisoned Ya'kub Il in the Trache at Ipsala Castle. After being in prison
here for a while, Ya'kub Il escaped (AH 802/1399) and took refuge
behind Timur. After the Battle of Ankara which Bayezid was defeated
(AH 805/1402), as the other principalities, Germiyan-oghlu Ya’'kub Il took
his territory back. It is known that at the power struggle between the
Ottoman princes, Ya'kub Il collaborated with the other principalities’
against the Ottomans.

When we look at the coins, no coin that can be said to be minted during
the first reign of Ya'kub Il has been found yet. It is known that just after
the Battle of Ankara, 805, 806 dated coins and coins without any date
were minted in the name of Timur. We see that in the year 808, he also
had his own name inscribed on the coins together with the name of
Timur. Later, it is observed that in the years 809 and 810, coins only
carrying the name of Ya'kub Il were minted.* Although all the samples
before 810 are silver, there are some copper coins minted in the year
810 (coin no. 2-9). A sample of this copper coins was published by Olcer
before. This copper, which is in Munich Museum collection, is 1.237 gr
and 16 mm in diameter’. Although its date is recorded as 818, when we
consider the other examples observed, it was probably misread. The
correct date should be 810. The second line on the reverse was also
erroneously read as Germiyan. The 810 dated coins are generally
standard but the trifurcate motif inside of the prosperity knots on the
obverse shows slight differences.

The copper coin no.1 is seen first and certifies the vassal of Ya'kub Il to
Ottoman Amir Sulayman. As it is known, during the power weakness at
the Ottoman throne occured after the invasion of Timur, Amir Sulayman
went to Thrace and accessed to the throne in Edirne. At the other stages
of ongoing power struggle, Amir Sulayman went to Anatolia, on account
of Junayd Beg, alleged from the Aydin-oghullari family, who owned Izmir
region. Although Junayd Beg wanted help from Karamanid and
Germiyanid Begs at first, later he changed his mind and surrendered to
Amir Sulayman. In this campaign dated to the year AH 809/14086, it is
known that Amir Sulayman went to Ayasluk and stayed there for a

" Vartik 1974, p.67-73.
~ For Germivanid coinage see Ender, Erek ve Teoman 2005,
> Olger 1984, p.40, coin no.75.
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GERMiYANOGLU Il.YAKUB BEY’iN
BAKIR SIKKELERi VE OSMANLI EMiR SULEYMAN
ADINA KESTIRDIGI SIKKE

Germiyanoglu ll.Yakub Bey babasi Sileyman $ah’in 6lumd Gzerine
h.789/1387 tarihinde beyligin basina gegmistir. iktidarinin ilk yillan sakin
gegcmesine ragmen, Osmanli hikimdarn |.Murad'in Kosova savasi
esnasinda sehit olmasindan sonra Anadolu'da ortaya ¢ikan Osmanli
karsiti hareketlerin icinde olmustur. Gelisen olaylar neticesinde Yildirim
Bayezid h.792/1390 tarihinde bltin Germiyan (Glkesini Osmanl
topraklarina katmis ve ll.Yakub Bey'i de Trakya'da Ipsala Kalesine
hapsetmistir. Bir siire burada hapis kalan Il.Yakub Bey bir yolunu
bularak hapisten kagmis (h.802/1399) ve Timur'a siginmigtir. Bayezid'in
yenilgisi ile biten Ankara savasindan sonra (h.805/1402) diger
beyliklerde oldugu gibi Germiyanoglu |l.Yakub Bey de kendi topraklarini
geri almistir. Osmanh sehzadeleri arasinda c¢ikan iktidar kavgasinda
Il.Yakub Bey'in diger beyliklerle isbirligi icinde Osmanh karsiti bir tavir
icinde oldugu bilinmektedir.

Sikkelerine baktigimizda ise Il.Yakub Bey'in ilk iktidar esnasinda darp
edildigi soylenebilecek bir sikkeye hentiz ulagilamamigtir. Ankara
savasinin hemen ardindan Timur adina darp ettirdidi h.805, h.806 tarihli
ve tarihsiz sikkeleri bilinmektedir. Yakub Bey’in h.808 tarihinde Timur'un
adinin yanmi sira sikkelerin Uzerine kendi adini da yazdirdigini
gormekteyiz. Pesinden h.809 ve h.810 tarihlerinde Timur'un adinin
kalkarak, Gzerinde sadece Yakub Bey'in adinin gérildtugi sikkeler darp
edilmislerdir’>. Daha 6nceki yillara ait biitiin érnekler gimis olup, h.810
tarihinde darp edilmis bakir sikkeleri mevcuttur (sikke no.2-9). Bu tipteki
bakir sikkelerin bir 6rnedi daha &nce Olger tarafindan yayinlanmistir.
Munih Muzesi koleksiyonunda olan bakir sikke 1.237 gr agirhginda, 15
mm capindadir®. Tarihi h.818 olarak kaydedildiyse de gérdugumuz diger
ornekler gdéz onune alindiginda muhtemelen yanlhs okunmustur. Dogru
tarih h.810 olmalidir. Arka ylzde ikinci satir da yanlis olarak Germiyan
seklinde okunmustur. H.810 tarihli sikkeler genelde tek tip olup, 6n
ylzinde yer alan saadet dugumlerinin icindeki Gi¢ kollu motif kalplara
gore bazi ufak farkliliklar géstermektedir.

1 no’lu bakir sikke ilk kez gorulmekte olup, Yakub Bey'in Osmanli Emir
Siuleyman’a tabiyetini belgelemektedir. Bilindigi gibi Timur istilasi sonrasi
Osmanli tahtinda olusan iktidar boglugunda, Emir Stlleyman Rumeli'ye
gecerek Edirne'de cllus etmistir. Devam eden iktidar miucadelesinde
Emir Sileyman, Aydinogullan siilalesinden oldugu tartismali olan Izmir
ve havalisini elinde tutan Cuneyd Bey'i bahane ederek Anadolu’ya
gecmistir. Clineyd Bey, Karaman ve Germiyan Beylerinden yardim
istemisse de daha sonra fikrini degistirerek Emir Suleyman’a teslim

' Varlik 1974, 5.67-73.
© Germiyanogullan sikkeleri i¢in bkz. Ender, Erek ve Teoman 2005.
¥ Olger 1984, 5.40, sikke no.75.

GERMIYAN / GERMIYANID

165



while.” It is seen that Ya'kub Il who sent counter force to Amir Sulayman
during this campaign, had minted coin in his name a year before. This
shows that during the mentioned period, relations and alliances were
constantly changing and remodelling.

The tughra on the obverse (lllustration a) is a mirror image and not clear.
When the mirror image is reversed (lllustration b) and completed with
the help of the tughra seen on the copper coins of Amir Sulayman’
(lllustration c), there is no doubt about its belonging of Amir Sulayman.

The reverse is similar to the coins minted in the year 810. The date on
these coins are not clear but as far as we read, it should be the year
808. Therefore this is the earliest dated Germiyanid coin minted in the
name of an Ottoman Sultan. In the following periods, silver coins are
known to be minted in the name of Chelebi Mehmed in 813 and in the
name of Murad Il carrying the years 825, 826 and with no date®.

On the last type of coins belonging to Ya'kub Il (coin no.10-14) the date
is not stated and there are inscriptions on both sides. There is
unfortunately no sample which is legible on both sides. On the obverse,
the mint is seen as duribe Germiyan and on the reverse, Ya’kub bin
(or ibn) Sulayman is inscribed. As seen below, the coins make sense
when they are all together.

Finally, it has been determined that during the long reign of Ya'kub I,
three kinds of copper coin were minted in total. When the variety of silver
coins is considered, certainly more types of copper coins should be
minted. In addition, the other undated copper coin’, which is thought to
belong to Ya'kub Il, should belong to Aydin-oghiu Ya'kub Beg®.

* Danigmend 1947, p.153-154.

" The tughra was sketched from the Amir Sulavman's copper coins. For the copper coins of Amir
Sulavman see Olger 1968, p.41-43; also see Kabaklarli 1998, p.85-90.

® Ender, Erek ve Teoman 2005, p.81-96.

! Ender. Erek ve Teoman 2005, p.80, coin no.04-GER-501.

® Kireg 2008, p.26-27.
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olmustur. H.809/1406 yilina tarihlenen bu seferde Emir Sileyman’in
Ayasluk’a kadar gittigi ve bir muddet burada kaldigi bilinmektedir.* Bu
sefer esnasinda Emir Sileyman’a karsi kuvvet gonderen |l.Yakub Bey'in
bir yil 6ncesinde onun adina sikke kestirdigi gorulmektedir. Bu da
sozkonusu karisik donemde iliski ve ittifaklarin sirekli olarak degistigi ve
yeniden sekillendigini gostermektedir.

On ylizde yer alan tugra (cizim a) terstir ve tam olarak gikmamistir.
Tugra normal hale getirilip (¢izim b) Emir Sdleyman’in bakir sikkeleri
tizerinde gérilen tugra® (cizim c) yardimiyla tamamlandiktan sonra Emir
Suleyman’a ait oldugu konusunda herhangi bir sipheye vyer
birakmamaktadir.

Arka yuz ise h.810 tarihinde darp edilmis bakir sikkelerin benzeridir.
Tarih kismi ise tam olarak okunamamis olmasina ragmen tarafimizdan
h.808 olarak degerlendirilmistir. Dolayisiyla bir Osmanh sultani adina
darp edilen en erken tarihli Germiyan sikkesidir. Daha sonraki donemde
h.813 tarihinde Celebi Mehmed adina ve h.825, h.826 tarihlerinde ve
tarihsiz olarak Il.Murad adina darp edilmis gumus sikkelerin varhgi
bilinmektedir®.

Il.Yakub Bey'e ait olan son tip bakir sikkeler (sikke no.10-14) ise
kendiliginden tarihsiz olup, bu tipin her iki yiziinde de yazi vardir. Her iki
yuzii de net olarak okunan bir érnek maalesef bulunamamistir. On
yuzde duribe Germiyan seklinde darp yeri goriulmektedir. Arka yuzde
ise Yakub bin (veya ibn) Siileyman yazmaktadir. Asagida gorilecedgi
gibi ancak butin sikkeler bir araya geldiginde bir anlam ifade
etmektedirler.

Bu durumda ll.Yakub Bey’in uzun slren iktidan esnasinda toplam 3 tip
bakir sikke darbettirdigi tespit edilmis bulunmaktadir. Gumius
sikkelerindeki gesitlilik géz 6ntine alindijinda sitiphesiz daha fazla tipte
bakir sikke darp ettirmis olmalidir. Il.Yakub Bey'e ait oldugu dusunilen
tarihsiz diger bir bakir sikkenin” ise Aydinoglu Yakub Bey'e ait olmasi
gerekmektedir®.

* Danismend 1947, 5.153-154.

> Tugra ¢izimi Emir Siilleyman’a ait bakir sikkeler tizerinden yapilmistir. Emir Siilleyman™in bakir
sikkeleri igin bkz. Olger 1968, 5.41-43; ayrica bkz. Kabaklarlh 1998, s.85-90.

® Ender, Erek ve Teoman 2005, 5.81-96.

" Ender, Erek ve Teoman 2005, s.80, 04-GER-501 no’lu sikke.

¥ Kireg 2008, 5.26-27.
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Tip1/ Type 1

1 Darp yeri /| Mint Tarih / Date Agirhik | Weight Cap |/ Diameter
dy / nm 808 0.75 gr 12.7/13.9 mm
HPM ars.

iy

ON YUZ / OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE
(= 5822)
05k O Gladles lasles )
CAN
Tugdra (ters/ retrograde)
Emir Stleyman bin Yakub
Bayezid ibn Suleyman
8807

Tip2/ Type 2

2 Darp yeri / Mint Tarih | Date Agirhik | Weight Cap /| Diameter
dy / nm 810 1.03 gr 14.3/15 mm
HPM ars.

T
- S—————
QY N\
ON YUZ /| OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE
(o= 5822)
saadet dugumlerinin Olaalis ()
icindeki G¢ kollu motif YA
the trifurcate motif inside Yakub

of the prosperity knots (ibn) Stileyman

0187
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3 Darp yeri /| Mint Tarih / Date Agirlik | Weight Gap | Diameter
dy / nm tk / dm 1.76 gr 14/15 mm

HPM ars.

2 no'lu sikke gibi / as item #2
ancak tarih kesik / but date missing

4 Darp yeri /| Mint Tarih | Date Agirhk | Weight Cap | Diameter
dy / nm 810 1.28 gr 16.2/18.1 mm

O kol.

2 no'lu sikke gibi / as item #2

5 Darp yeri ! Mint Tarih | Date Agirhk | Weight Cap | Diameter
dy / nm 8xx 0.85 gr 16.5 mm

YKM kol. env. 12813c6

2 no'lu sikke gibi / as item #2
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6 Darp yeri | Mint Tarih ! Date Agirhik | Weight Cap | Diameter
dy / nm 810 1.06 gr 14/16 mm

HPM ars.

P . N
7

S

ON YUZ | OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE

gy
el o)
2 no’lu sikke gibi/ as item #2 o o r’(* )
motif biraz farkl
motif is a bit different Yakub
(ib)n Stileyman
08107
7 Darp yeri / Mint Tarih / Date Agirhik /| Weight Cap / Diameter
dy / nm 810 1.12 gr 15/16.2 mm

HPM ars.

6 no'lu sikke gibi / as item #6

8 Darp yeri | Mint Tarih | Date Agirhik | Weight Cap | Diameter
dy / nm tk / dm 1.10 gr 16.5/19.6 mm
HPM ars.

6 no’lu sikke gibi / as item #6
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9 Darp yeri | Mint Tarih | Date Agirhik /| Weight Cap !/ Diameter
dy / nm tk / dm 1.36 gr 14.4/19 mm

HPM ars.

@ @

6 no’lu sikke gibi / as item #6

Tip3/ Type 3

10 Darp yeri | Mint Tarih | Date Adgirhik | Weight Cap / Diameter
Germiyan ty / nd 1.23 gr 15/18 mm
HPM ars.

®
[
ON YUZ /| OBVERSE ARKA YUZ /| REVERSE
(=) (2 5822)
Olae S Olanlis oy
(duribe) (Yakub)
Germiyan bin Sdleyman
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11 Darp yeri /| Mint Tarih | Date Agirhk | Weight Gap | Diameter
G(ermiyan) ty / nd 1.00 gr 11.5/12.2 mm
HPM ars.

ON YUZ / OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE
o o
(D) S Stasbes ()
Duribe Yakub
Ge(rmiyan) (bin) Sileyman
12 Darp yeri / Mint Tarih / Date Agirhik | Weight Cap | Diameter
(Germiyan) ty / nd 1.00 gr 11.5/12.2 mm
HPM ars.

12 no'lu sikke gibi / as item #12
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13 Darp yeri / Mint Tarih | Date Agirlik | Weight Cap | Diameter
(Germiyan) ty / nd 1.58 gr 14.2/16.5 mm

HPM ars.

ON YUZ / OBVERSE ARKA YUZ /| REVERSE
o g8y
(bl )

duribe? (ters / retfrograde) Yakub
(bin Sdleyman)

14 Darp yeri / Mint Tarih / Date Agirhik | Weight Cap / Diameter
(Germiyan) ty / nd 1.75 gr 13.2/14.3 mm
O kol.
ON YUZ /| OBVERSE ARKA YUZ | REVERSE
2 gany
Oladles (02)!

okunamadi / illegible
Yakub
i(bn) Sdleyman
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KISALTMALAR / ABBREVIATIONS

ars.
bkz. / see
dy / nm
env.

gr.

HP

kol. / col.
mm

s. / p.
TND

tk / dm
ty / nd
YKM

. arsivi [ archive

: bakiniz / see

: darp yeri yok / no mint

. envanter numarasi / inventory number
. gram

: HalOk Perk MUzesi

. koleksiyonu / collection

: milimetre

: Ozel / Private

: sayfa(lar) / page(s)

: Turk NUmismatik Dernegi / The Turkish
Numismatic Society

. tarih kesik / date missing

: tarih yok / no date

: Yapi Kredi Vedat Nedim Tor Mizesi /
Yap! Kredi Vedat Nedim Tér Museum
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