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A NEW MINT IN ANATOLIAN NUMISMATICS:
“SIRISTAD”*

Siristad is the old name of a town called Bozkir today which is a county
seat within the boundaries of Konya and as a mint which we see on
coins the first time. The illustrated coins are the pieces of a small find,
found around Hadim town of Konya. They were found together with the
coins of Karaman-ogullari and Ashraf-oghullari. The latest dated coin of
the find belongs to the year 730. The wording of Siristad mint is as seen

on the coins below:

A similar wording is seen in an Ofttoman tax register (tahrir defteri)
belonging to 16th century (Picture.1)'. Again in Karamanname which is
the history of Karaman-oghullari written at the end of the same century,
we see that the same script starts with the letter “sad” (Picture.2)?.

It is thought that the name Siristad belongs to one of the community
living in this area before the Turks. Essentially, Bozkir was not the name
of the town, it was the name of the territory between Cay and Seydisehir.
Later, the town took the name of the region. The region does not have a
rich history and the information about this area is considerably weak.
There is a possibility that the name Bozkir might have been coming from
Bozkir Beg who conquered or ruled this area. It is thought that this
person might had been the governor of Karamanids or Seljugs, which is
a slightest possibility’. It is known that during the mid-14th century this
place had a master named Galenja(n). ‘Ala al-Din Beg of Karaman, by
heading to Siristad over Beysehir, conquered the castle after a long
besieging and gave the castle to its previous owner back after
plundering®.

All three coins were minted in the year 725. The minting date can easily
be read on especially the 3 numbered coin. Since the units digit is in the
form of divani writing, it is only possible to read as 5°. Also, the status of
Siristad at that time is very ambiguous. As stated above, we do not have
much information about history of the town. During the Ottoman period,

* This article declared during the Il. International Numismatic Symposium arranged by Turkish
Numismatic Society on May 31, 2008. See Perk - Oztiirk 2008.

' Muhasebe Defieri 1996, facsimile text, plate no.63.

. Sikari 2003, facsimile text, plate no. 79b. In the translation section of the book, the name Siristad
on pagel 69 was mistakenly read as Strsikaad(?).

3 Siimer 1995/1, p.9-12.

* Sikari 2005, p.169.

> For divani numerals see Elker 1953.
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ANADOLU NUMiSMATIGINDE YENI BiR DARP YERI:
“SiRISTAD”*

Siristad, bugiin Konya ili sinirlan iginde bir ilge merkezi olan Bozkir
kasabasinin eski adidir ve sikkeler Uzerinde ilk kez gérulen bir darp yeri
olarak karsimiza gikmaktadir. Tanitilan sikkeler Konya'nin Hadim ilgesi
civarinda ¢ikan kiiglik bir buluntunun pargalaridir. Karamanonogullari ve
Esrefogullari’'na ait sikkelerle bir arada bulunmuslardir. Buluntudaki en
gec tarihli sikke 730 tarihini tagimaktadir. Siristad darp yerinin yaziligi
sikkeler Gzerinde asagida goérildugu gibidir:

L

Benzeri bir yazilis 16.ylizyila ait bir Osmanh tahrir defterinde
gorilmektedir (Resim.1)'. Yine ayni yizyilin sonlarinda yazilmis olan
Karamanogullar’nin tarihcesi Karamanname'de ayni ismin bu sefer
“sad” harfiyle baslayarak yazilmis oldugunu gérmekteyiz (Resim.2).

Siristad adinin Turklerden 6nce bu bdlgede yasayan kavimlerden birine
ait oldugu dustnulmektedir. Esasen Bozkir kasabanin adi olmayip, Cay
ile Seydisehir arasinda kalan topraklarin adidir. Sonradan kasaba
yérenin adini almistir. Yére zengin bir tarihe sahip olmayip, burasiyla
ilgili tarihi bilgiler oldukga zayiftir. Bozkir adinin burayi feth veya idare
eden Bozkir Bey'den gelme ihtimali vardir. Bu sahsin Karamanogullar
veya daha az bir ihtimalle Selguklularin valisi olabilecegi
dustnilmistiar’. 14.yizyihn ortalarinda ise buranin Galenca(n) adinda
bir beyi oldugu bilinmektedir. Karamanoglu Alaeddin Bey Beysehir
tizerinden Siristad’a yoénelerek uzunca bir kusatmadan sonra kaleyi ele
gecirmis, kale yagmalandiktan sonra yine eski sahibine iade edilmistir®.

Her tic sikke de 725 tarihinde darp edilmiglerdir. Ozellikle 3 no’lu sikke
tizerinde darp tarihi eksiksiz bir sekilde okunabilmektedir. Birler hanesi
divani olarak yaziimis olup, ancak 5 olarak okunmasi mumkindur®.
Siristad'in bu tarihdeki statiisii ise oldukga belirsizdir. Yukarida da
degdinildigi gibi kasabanin tarihi hakkindaki bilgiler yok denecek kadar
azdir. Osmanli déneminde Karaman vilayeti Beysehir livasi sinirlari

* 31 Mayis 2008 tarihinde Tiirk Niimismatik Dernegi tarafindan diizenlenen Il.Uluslararasi
Niimismatik Sempozyumu’nda sunulan bildiridir. Bkz. Perk ve Oztiirk 2008.

! Muhasebe Defteri 1996, tipkibasim metin, levha no.63.

* Sikari 2005, upkibasim metin, levha no.79b. Kitabin geviriyazi boliimiinde s.169°da Siristad
ismi yanhshkla Sirsikaad(?) olarak okunmustur.

3 Siimer 1995/1, 5.9-12.

* Sikari 2005, 5.169.

S Divani rakamlar igin bkz. Elker 1953.
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Karaman province was within the boundaries of Beysehir county”.
However this determination is for the 16th century and is not illuminating
for determining the time when coins were minted. Although it is known
that Ottomans were keeping the former administrative structure at the
places after they conquered, the area passed through many hands until
the Ottoman administration. The town was situated in the middle of the
Karaman and Ashraf-oghullari sovereign base area during the first
quarter of 14th century.

It is known that Ashraf-oghullari was dominating Beysehir and most
probably Aksehir. Even Seydisehir which is very close to Siristad was
under their control. As is known, after Ashraf-oghlu Sulayman Beg’s
being slayed by Timur-tash (11 Dhu al-Qa’dah 726/9 October 1326),
Anatolian governor of llkhanids, the Ashraf-oghullari principality was
ended’. On the coins struck at Beysehir in the years 724 and 726°
during the rulership of Sulayman Beg, there is an important
characteristic which is not seen on the coins minted by other
principalities in same period. This is, that he minted the coins in his own
name rather than the sultans of llkhanids or Mamluks. Considering this,
we can say that 725 dated Siristad coins’ being minted by Ashraf-
oghullari is possible.

On the coins there is generally the phrase humiyet an el-beliyyeti
which is seen on Hamid-oghullari coins®. Although the date is not
specifically known, the area entered under the sovereignty of Hamid-
oghullari in the following years. Thus, in the year AH 783/1381 Hamid-
oghlu Kamal al-Din Husayn Beg sold Yalvag, Aksehir, Isparta, Karaagac,
Seydisehir and Beysehir to Ottomans'®. However, during the year 725,
when the coins were minted, Hamid-oghullari was ruling the area
included Antalya, Burdur, Burgulu, Egridir, Istanus, Gélhisari and Garbi
Karaagac¢ and their existence in Siristad which is far from them does not
seem possible.

The coins struck at Siristad are in the name of Mamluk Sultan al-Malik
al-Nasir Nasir al-Din Muhammad (3° reign, AH 710-741/1310-1341 J;
Looking at their known coins, it is possible to say that during the period
of principalities, the coins in the name of Mamluks were mostly minted
by Karamanids''. The situation of Konya is uncertain but Karamanids
was ruling the areas of Larende, Ermenak, Alaiye and undoubtedly on

® See Muhasebe Defteri 1996,

4 Uzuncarsili 1988, p.610).

* Ezmirlier 2003, p.6I-65.

? For Hamid-oghullari coinage see lzmirlier 1999,
" Danismend 1947 .64,

" For Karamanid coinage see Olger 1982,
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icinde kalmaktadir®. Ancak bu tespit 16.ylizyila aittir ve sikkenin darp
edildigi tarih icin pek aydinlatici olmamaktadir. Osmanli’'nin ele gecirdigi
yerlerde eski idari yapiy! korudugu bilinmesine ragmen bdlge Osmanl
idaresine girene kadar birgok kez el degistirmistir. Kasaba 14.ytzyilin ilk
ceyreginde Karaman ve Esrefogullann egemenlik alanlarinin tam
ortasinda bulunmaktadir.

Esrefogullari’'nin Beysehirde ve blylk olasilikla Aksehirde hakim
olduklan bilinmektedir. Hatta Siristad’a olduk¢a yakin olan Seydisehir de
onlarin egemenlik alanlar i¢indedir. Bilindigi gibi Esrefodlu Sileyman
Bey'in llhanlilar'in Anadolu valisi Timurtas tarafindan katledilmesinden
(11 Zilkade 726/9 Ekim 1326) sonra Esrefogullari beyligi sona ermistir’.
Suleyman Bey'in iktidar esnasinda 724 ve 726 yillarinda Beysehir'de
darp ettirdigi sikkeler® tizerinde o dénemde diger beylikler tarafindan
darp edilen sikkelerde gérilmeyen 6nemli bir 6zellik vardir. O da
sikkeleri Ilhanl veya Memluk sultanlari adina degil de kendi adina darp
ettirmis olmasidir. Buradan yola c¢ikarak 725 tarihli Siristad sikkelerinin
Esrefogullarn tarafindan darp edilmis olamayacagini sdyleyebiliriz.

Sikkeler Uzerinde genellikle Hamidogullar sikkelerinde gériilen humiyet
an el-beliyyeti ibaresi yer almaktadir’. Ne zaman gerceklestigi
bilinmemekle birlikte ileriki tarihlerde bélge Hamidogullari egemenligi
altina da girmistir. Nitekim h.783/1381 tarihinde Yalvag, Aksehir, Isparta,
Karaagag, Seydisehir ve Beysehir Hamidoglu Kemaleddin Hiseyin Bey
tarafindan Osmanlilar'a satilmistir’™. Ancak sikkelerin darp edildigi 725
tarihinde Hamidogullan Antalya, Burdur, Burgulu, Egridir, Istanus,
Golhisar ve Garbi Karaagacg'i igcine alan bélgede hakimdirler ve kendileri
icin oldukga ugta kalan Siristad'ta mevcudiyetleri pek miumkin
gbzukmemektedir.

Siristad darph sikkeler Memluk Sultani Melik en-Nasir Nasiruddin
Muhammed (3.cilusu h.710-741/1310-1341) adina darp edilmislerdir.
Bilinen sikkelerine bakildiginda ise Beylikler déneminde Memldkler
adina en ¢ok sikkeyi Karamanogullar’nin darp ettirdigi sdylenebilir'.
Konya’'nin durumu belirsiz olmakla birlikte Karamanogullari bu dénemde
Larende, Ermenak, Alaiye ile birlikte hi¢ slUphesiz sahil kesimini i¢
boélgelerden ayiran Toros daglarinin  Ustinde de hakimdiler.
Karamanogullari ciddi bir tehlike bas gosterdiginde, beylik tarihi boyunca
bircok kereler Toroslar'in ustline c¢ekilerek kendilerini giivenceye
almiglardir. Siristad da esasen Toroslarin kuzey eteklerinde yayla

® Bkz. Muhasebe Defteri 1996.

£ Uzuncarsihi 1988, 5.60.

* {zmirlier 2003, 5.61-65.

2 Hamidogullan sikkeleri i¢in bkz. Izmirlier 1999,
10 Danismend 1947 , s.64.

"I Karamanoglu sikkeleri igin bkz. Olger 1982.
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the Taurus Mountains separating seaboard from hinterland. When there
was a serious danger, Karamanids retreated to heights of the Taurus
Mountains to secure themselves. Siristad is also being located
essentially in area that showing upland characteristics on the north
hillside of Taurus Mountains. Namely, this place is geographically in a
position that Karamanids must had been ruling. Again, according to
another Ottoman tax register (tahrir defreri), we know that during the
16" century, most of the farms in the region of Bozkir was under the
possession of Mustafa Beg, who was the son of Alaiye’s governor
(sancak beyi), Oghuz Khan Beg'’. We often see the name Oghuz Khan
also in Karamanname'®. Besides, this phrase is seen on the coins struck
at Alaiye as much as we see humiyet an el-beliyyeti on the Hamid-
oghullari coins™.

In conclusion, Siristad must had been under the domination of
Karamanids in the year 725 and the coins were minted by them or by the
amirs under their command.

12 Siimer 1995/2, p.21-23.
'3 Sikari 2005, p.214, 215, 221, 222.
% See Diler ve Kiirkman 1981.
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karakteri gosteren bir bdlgede yer almaktadir. Yani cografi olarak
Karamanogullari’'nin hakim olmasi gereken bir konumdadir. Yine baska
bir Osmanl tahrir defrerine goére 16.ylzyilda Bozkir kazasinda yer alan
ciftliklerin bir cogunun Alaiye sancak beyi Oguz Han Bey oglu Mustafa
Bey'in tasarrufunda oldugunu bilmekteyiz'?. Ogduz Han adina
Karamanname'de de sikca rastlamaktayiz'®. Ayrica humiyet an el-
beliyyeti Hamidogullar sikkelerinde goriuldigu kadar Alaiye'de darp
edilmis sikkeler tizerinde de gériilen bir ibaredir'.

Sonug olarak Siristad 725 tarihinde Karamanogullari'nin hakimiyetinde
olmali ve sikkeler de onlar veya onlara tabi emirler tarafindan darp
edilmis olmaldirlar.

'2 Siimer 1995/2, 5.21-23.
' Sikari 2005, s.214, 215, 221, 222.
'Y Bkz. Diler ve Kiirkman 1981.
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1- en-Nasir Nasiruddin Muhammed Gumus / Silver (AR)

Darp yeri | Mint Tarih | Date Agirhik | Weight Cap / Diameter
Siristad (72)57 1.62 gr 21.3/22.8 mm
HPM ars.
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2- en-Nasir Nasiruddin Muhammed

Darp yeri | Mint Tarih | Date Agirhk | Weight
Siristad ty / nd 1.56 gr
HPM ars.
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Gumius / Silver (AR)
Cap /| Diameter
21.2/24.8 mm
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3- en-Nasir Nasiruddin Muhammed

Tarih /| Date
Siristad 725

Darp yeri | Mint

HPM ars.

Gumaus / Silver (AR)
Cap | Diameter
22.9/26 mm

Agirlik / Weight
1.66 gr
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HP
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KISALTMALAR / ABBREVIATIONS

: gumus / silver
. arsivi [ archive
» bakiniz / see
. gram
: Hallk Perk Muzesi
: milimetre
: sayfa(lar) / page(s)
: Turk Nimismatik Dernegi / The Turkish
Numismatic Society
. tarih yok / no date
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