


NUMISMATIK HABERLERI

AHMET TEKUDAR HAN
VE ARGUN HAN’IN
HULAGU HAN TIPINDEKI
EL-CEZIRE DARPLI
DIRHEMLERI

Haluk PERK — Huasnit OZTURK

Hulagu'nun oglu olan llhanh hukamdarlari-
nin ug¢uncasit Ahmet Tekadar Han
(680-683 H. / 1282-1284 M.) kardesi Aba-
ka'min 6limunden sonra tahta ¢ikmis ve ye-
geni Argun tarafindan tasfiye edilene kadar
kisa stiren bir hikimdarhk dénemi olmus-
tur. Sikkeleri bilindigi tizere nadir olarak si-
niflandinlmaktadir.

Hulagu ve Abaka Han'in el-Cezire darph
dirhemleri daha once yaymnlanmislardir®. Ta-
nitmaya c¢ahstigimiz sikkelerden birincisi
hem Ahmet Tekudar Han'a ait olmasi, hem
de ilk IThanh hakamdan Hualagu Han tipin-
de olmas: dolayisiyla simdiye kadar gorul-
memis bir dirhem olarak karsimiza ¢itkmak-
tadir. Diger iki sikke de ayn tipte olup, Ar-
gun Han’a aittirler.

Birinci dirhemde arka yuzde astte “Kaan el-
Azam” ibaresi yer almaktadir. Hemen alunda
<ultan ismi Uygur alfabesi ile yazilmiur. Bu
Szellikleri Yap1 ve Kredi Bankas: koleksiyo-
nunda 10396 envanter no’su ile bulunan ve
daha once nesredilmis’ darp yeri belirsiz
Ahmet Tekuadar Han'a ait dirhemle benzer-
likler gosterse de onyuza oldukga farklidir.
Tanmtugmmiz 382 H. yilinda darp edilmis
olan bu dirhemde de darp yeri okunama-
maktadir. Ancak, Argun Han'a ait asagidaki
dirhemlerle olan benzerlikleri ve bitlikte bu-
lunduklart gézénune ahndiginda bu dirhe-
min de darp yerinin el-Cezire oldugunu da-

stumnekteyiz.

NUMISMATIC NEWS

HULAGU KHAN TYPE
DIRHAMS STRUCK IN
AL-JAZIRAH BY AHMAD
TEKUDAR KHAN AND
ARGHUN KHAN'

Haluk PERK — Husnit OZTURK

Ahmad Tekudar Khan (r. A.H. 680-683 / A.D.
1282-1284), son of Hulagu Khan and the third
ruler of the Ilkhans, ascended to the 1lkhanid
throne after the death of his brother, Abaka,
and ruled for a briel period until he was
deposed by his nephew, Arghun. His coinage
is considered rare.

A number of specimens of dirhams minted in
al-Jazirah by Hulagu and Abaka Khan have
been published to date’. Of the three coins
introduced in this article, the first represents a
new example of a dirham struck in the name of
Ahmad Tekudar Khan and cut in the style of
coinage issued by the first Ilkhanid ruler
Hulagu Khan. The other two silver pieces are
of the same type, but were minted in Arghun
Khans name.

The title Kaan el-Azam appears in the upper
field on the reverse of the first coin. Directly
below, the sultans name, Ahmad, is inscribed
in Uighur letters. These features also appear on
a previously published specimen of a dirham
struck at an unnamed mint by Ahmad Tekudar
Khan'. The obverse is quite dillerent from the
published sample, however. Even though the
mint name is missing on the silver piece intro-
duced here, it can be surmised that the coin
was produced in al-Jazirah. It both resembles
and was discovered together with dirhams
(presented below) struck at that mint during
the reign of Arghun Khan.
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1. Dirhem, darp yeri kesik, 682 H., 2,51 gr.,
26/28 mm. (hprek kol. env. nu.19).

Onytiz
Dairenin icinde: La ilahe illallah
Vahdehu la serika leh

Muhammed Resulallah

Cevresinde: Kur'an IIl, 25
Arkaytiz
Dairenin i¢inde: Kaan
el-Azam
Ahmet (Uygurca) Ilhan
el-Muazzam
Cevresinde: ...isneyn ve semanin...

2. ve 3. dirhemler Argun Han’a (683-690 H.
/ 1284-1291 M.} olup her ikisi de el-Cezire
darplhidirlar. Tarih olarak da sirasiyla 683 ve
684 H. tarihlerinde darp edilmis olup, Ah-
met Tekudar Han'in parasim takip etmekte-
dirler. Onyiiz ¢evresinde tam olarak okuya-
madigimiz, ama el-Cezire'de darp edilmis
Hulagu Han paralarinda gorilen Kur'an aye-
ti bulundugu kanisindayiz. Arkayuzde hu-
kimdarin ismi Arap alfabesi ile yazilmis
olup, Ahmed Tekudar Han'in tamttifimiz
dirheminden bu ézellikleri ile farkhdirlar.

2. Dirhem, el-Cezire, 683 H., 2,56 gr., 27
mm. (hperk kol. env. nu. 20).

1. Dirham, mint name missing, A.H. 682, 2.51
gr., 2628 mm. (H.P. Collection no. 19).

Obverse
Central Field:

There is no god but God

He is One, there is none like
unto Him / Muhammad is the
Messenger of God

Quran 111, 25

Margin:

Reverse
Central Field: The greatest Khan / Ahmad
(Uighur) llkhan / the Glorious

Margin: ... two and eighty ...

The second and third dithams were struck in al-
Jazirah by Arghun Khan (r. A.H. 683-690 / A.D.
1284-1291) in 683 and 684 respectively-subse-
quent to the silver piece of Ahmad Tekudar Khan.
Although the reverse margins are not entirely
readable, they appear to contain the same Quranic
verse inscribed on coins from al-Jazirah’ struck
during Hulagu Khan’s reign. The primary differ-
ence between the reverse of these dirhams and
the aforementioned specimen attributed to
Ahmad Tekudar Khan is that Arghun’s name is
written in Arabic rather than Uighur Script.

2. Dirham, al-Jazirah, A.H. 683, 2.56 gr., 27
mm. (H.P. Collection no. 20)
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Onytiz

Dairenin icinde: La ilahe illallah
Vahdehu la serike leh
Muhammed Resulallah

Cevresinde: Kur'an 111, 25
Arkayuz
Dairenin icinde: Kaan
el-Azam
Argun llha
el-Muazzam
Cevresinde: .. (bi'l Ce)zire sene selase ve...

3. Dirhem, el-Cezire, 684 H., 2,56 gr., 27
mm. (hperk kol. env. nu. 21).

Dairenin icinde; La ilahe illallah
Vahdehu la serike leh
Muhammed Resulallah

Cevresinde: Kur'an III, 25
Arkayuz
Dairenin i¢inde: Kaan
el-Azam
Argun Ilhan
el-Muazzam
Cevresinde: ...duribe bi'l Cezire sene
erba'a...
DIPNOTLAR

1. Paralann tasnifinde bize yardimlan olan Sn. Tuncer Sen-
gan'e tesekkara borg biliriz. Paralann diyalan Arkeolog
Tarhan Birgili tarafindan ¢ekllmis, gizimler ise Hosna
Oxztark taralindan yapilmustir. Paralar 1st. Arkeoloji Ma-
zeleri'ne kayih koleksiyoner Haluk Perk’e aiuir.

2, Holagu Han igin; Istanbul Arkeoloji Mozeleri Teshirdeki
Islami Sikkeler Katalogu, Cilt II, Ibrahim Artuk-Cevriye
Artuk, Milli Egitim Basimevi, Istanbul, 1974, sayfa 767,
Mo. 220. Abaka Han igin; Ak Akge, Mogol ve Ilhanli Sik-
keleri, Tuncay Aykut, sayfa 53, Abaka Han, tip a.

3. Ak Akge, Mogol ve llhanh Sikkeleri, Tuncay Aykut, sayfa
60, Ahmed Tekudar Han, tip d. Aymi para igin aynca, Tark
Nomismatik Dernegi, Bolten No: 2, Sayfa 8'e bakilabilir.

Obverse
Central Field:  There is no god but God

He is One, there is none
like unto Him / Muhammad
is the Messenger of God

Margin: Quran 111, 25

Reverse
Central Field:  The greatest Khan
Arghun llkhan
the Glorious

... (in Ja)zirah, year 3 and...

3. Dirham, al-Jazirah, A.H. 684, 2.56 gr., 27
mm. (H.P. Collection no. 21)

Margin:

Obverse
Central Field:

There is no god but God

He is One, there is none
like unto Him / Muhammad
is the Messenger of God
Quran 111, 25

Margin:

Reverse

Central Field:  The greatest Khan / Arghun

llkhan / the Glorious

Margin: .. struck in al-Jazirah, year 4...

ENDNOTES

1. We are indebted to Mr. Tuncer $engun for his assistance
in atrbuting the dirhams presented in this article.
Archaeologist Turhan Birgili took the photographs, and
Hosna Oztark made the drawings. The coins, registered
with the lstanbul Archaeological Museum, are from
Haluk Perk’s private collection.

2. lbrahim and Cevriye Artuk, Istanbul Arkeoloji Mizeleri
Teshirdcki Islami Sikkeler Katalogu, vol. 2, Milli Egitim
Basimevi, Istanbul, 1974, p. 767 (no. 2203); Tunca
Aykut, Ak Akce: Modol ve lthanh Sikkeleri, Yap Kredl
Yaynlan, Istanbul, 1992, p. 53 (Abaka Khan Type A).

3. Ak Akge, p. 60 (Ahmad Tekudar Khan Type D). Another
relerence to the same coin can be [ound on page eight of
the Turkish Numismatic Society’s Bulletin no. 2.
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