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NUMISMATIK HABERLERI

GERMIYANOGLU
SULEYMAN SAH’A AIT
SIKKELER!

Haluk PERK — Hisni OZTURK

Kutahya ve civaninda hakim olan Germiyan Beyligi-
ni Yakub bin Alisir kurmustur. Yakub Bey
(1300-1340) zamaninda beylik en giclu donemini
yasamistir. Yakub Bey'den sonra yerine oglu Meh-
med Bey (1340-1361), daha sonra da Mehmed
Bey'in buyak oglu oldugu anlasilan Stleyman Sah
(1361-1387) gecmistir'. Bugine dek konuyla ilgili
yapilan yayinlarda Yakub ve Mehmed Beylere ait sik-
kelere hentz rastlanmamisur. Sileyman Sah'a ait
sikkeler degisik yayinlarda mevcutsa da, bunlarin
tasnifi konusunda heniz bir cahsma yapilmamisur.

Sn. Behzad BUTAK, 1954 yilinda yapug bir ¢calisma-
da, bir numarah sikkenin bir benzerini yaymnlayarak
Osman Gazi'ye ait olmas: gerektigi kanaatinde oldu-
gunu yazmstir. Bunun icin, son derece zorlamah yo-
rumlara girismis ve paramin her iki yuzande de gizli
ibareler aramistir. On yiizde ikinci saunn basindaki
lamelifi, Gconei satirda Muhammed'in basindaki
isaretle birlestirmek suretiyle “Osman” olarak yo-
rumlamms, arka ytizde Muhammed'in solundaki di-
key yaziy1 da “duribe Bit” olarak okumus ve Sogat
(?) kasabasinda basildif sonucuna varmisur’,

Yap1 Kredi Bankas: tarafindan yayinlanan Sikke Ko-
leksiyonlan Sergileri serisinin aganca kitabinda yer
alan 43 numaradaki Germiyan sikkesiyle yayinladig-
miz bir numaral sikkenin 6n yuz kaliplan neredeyse
birbirinin aymdir. Yap1 Kredi'de yer alan sikkenin ar-
ka yuzunde Suleyman Sah b. Mehmed yazis1 acikca
okunmaktadir. Bu sikkenin Mehmed Bey'e de ait ola-
bilecegini dustnenler varsa da, biz agirlik, ¢ap ve on
ytz iliskisi nedeniyle Sileyman Sah'a ait oldugunu
dusinmekteyiz. Kammzca sikkenin on yuazinde
herhangi bir gizli ibare sozkonusu degildir. Arka yuz-
de dairenin i¢inde sagda ve solda “Ger/ miyan” olarak
yorumlayabilecegimiz bir yazi mevcuttur. Ancak, bu
yorumu dogrulamak icin daha iyi okunabilen bagka
bir 6rnek bulunmasi gerekmektedir.

NUMISMATIC NEWS

COINS OF
SULEYMAN SHAH
OF GERMIYAN!

Haluk PERK — Husni OZTURK

The principality of Germiyan, which comprised
Katahya and its surroundings, was founded by
Yakub b. Alishir (A.D. 1300-1340). Following
Yakub Bey's death, his son Mehmed Bey
(1340-1361) ascended the throne: he in turn was
succeeded by his eldest son Suleyman Shah
(1361-1387).% Coins of Yakub Bey and Mehmed Bey
have not appeared in numismatic publications, and
even though Suleyman Shah’s coinage can be found
in various sources, it still has not been properly
classified.

In 1954, the Turkish numismatist Behzad Butak
attributed a coin resembling specimen one (below)
to Osman Ghazi, but only by taking extensive
liberty in interpreting the legend. For instance, he
read the name “Osman” on the obverse by combin-
ing the lam alif at the beginning of the second line of
the legend with the mark preceding the name
Muhammad in the third line. Butak also assumed
that the inscription at the left edge of the reverse was
duribe bit, from which he surmised that the coin was
minted in Sogat.’

The obverse of specimen one is the same as that of
coin number 43 in The Wind Blowing from Asia to
Anatolia, an exhibition catalogue of Beylik coins
published by the Yap1 Kredi Bank (Istanbul, 1999).
Suleyman Shah b. Mehmeds name is clearly
inscribed on the reverse of the Yapi Kredi example.
Although specimen one has also been attributed to
the second Germiyanid ruler Mehmed Bey, the
weight, diameter, and obverse legend offer convine-
ing evidence that it was struck during Suleyman
Shah’s reign. On the left and right sides of the field
inside the circle on the reverse, the word Ger/miyan
appears to be engraved. This must be confirmed by
an example of the same inscription from a sharper
specimen however,
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I-Gimus (AR), Germiyan ?, tarih yok, 1,11 gr,
16,5/18,1 mm. hp kol. env. nu. 34

Arka yuz

On yuz

lki ve 0¢ numaral sikkeler birbirlerinin benzeri
olup, daha énce yayimlanmamuslardir. Sikkelerin or-
tak ozellikleri yazilann son derece okunaksiz olma-
laridir. Bu tip sikkeler daha énceden de bilinmekte
olup, on yuzan altindaki son satir, diger saurlar gibi
genellikle okunamamistir. Ozellikle aganca sikke
incelendiginde “Sah Celebi" ismi rahatca okunmak-
tadir. Faydalandigimiz  kaynaklarda, Sdleyman
Sahin lakabinin Sah Celebi oldugu, Kutahya'daki
Analct Mescid kitabesinde ve Osmanlh arsiv vesika-
larinda bu lakabin kullamldig goralmektedir. Dola-
yistyla ikinci ve dgiinca sikkelerin Sileyman $ah'a
ait oldugu kesinlik kazanmaktadr.

2-Gamus (AR), darp yeri ve tarih yok, 1,14 g,
15,5/19,1 mm. hp kol. env. nu. 36

On yuz Arka yuz

3-Gumus (AR), darp yeri ve tarih yok, 1,10 gr,
16,1/17,7 mm. hp kol. env. nu. 37

On yuz

DIPNOTLAR

I. Yaymlanan sikkeler Ist. Arkeoloji Muzelerine kayiuh
koleksiyoner Haluk Perk'in envanterinde olup, kendi-
si aparhikh olarak arkeolojik eser toplamakiadir. Sikke-
lerin cizimleri Husna Oztark taralindan yapilmsur.

2. Germiyan-ofullan Tarihi (1300-1429), Dr. Mustala Ce-
tin VARLIK, Ankara, 1974

3. Sn. Yilmaz lzmirlierden bir fotokopisini temin edebil-
digimiz bu yazimin nerede yayinlandigim maalesef op-
renemedik.

1. AR, Germiyan (?), no date, 1.11 gr, 16.5/18.1
mm. (H.P Collection, no. 34)

Obverse Reverse

Previously unpublished, coins two and three
resemble one another, moreover, their legends are
all clearly decipherable. The name Shah Chelebi is
inscribed at the bottom of the reverse laces of the
silver pieces. Ottoman archival documents, as well
as an inscription on the Analci mosque in Kuatahya,
indicate that Suleyman Shah’s lakab (nickname) was
Shah Chelebi. This evidence supports an attribution
of coins two and three to Suleyman Shah.

2. AR, no mint or date, 1.14 gr, 155/19.1 mm.
(H.P Collection, no 36).

Obverse

Reverse

3. AR, no mint or date, 1.10 gr., 16.1/17.7 mm.
(H.P Collection, no. 37).

Obverse Reverse

ENDNOTES

1. The coins presented here belong to Haluk Perk and
are registered with the Istanbul Archaeological
Museum. Hasna Oztark prepared the drawings.

2. For information on the genealogy of the Germiyanid
rulers, see Germiyan-ofullart Tarihi (1300-1429)
(Ankara, 1974) by Dr. Mustafa Cetin Varhk

3. This information, in photocopy form, was provided
by Mr. Yilmaz lzmirlier; unfortunately, we do not have
the bibliographical reference



